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Synopsis

Despite widespread pride by Canadians about their healthcare delivery system, the unprecedented
wait list for diagnosis and treatment leads to needless suffering and avoidable deaths. Provincial
government officials dictate a fixed budget for each institution and program, and healthcare
providers must adhere to a strict bottom line. To keep a cash-starved system afloat until the end of
each fiscal year involves closing beds even though the demand is dire, maintaining an insufficient
supply of nursing homes, causing a shortage of physicians, nurses and technicians, restricting
overtime for all employees, canceling procedures at the last moment because of shortages and
maintaining a scarcity of investigative machinery. In The Single Payer Healthcare System: Faults
and Fixes, Dr. Henry Krahn draws from his long career as a urologist to give an unparalleled inside
look at the government’s version of socialized medicine. He explains the changes that occurred in
Manitoba as the province transitioned from a functional and fluid single-payer insurance system to
the governmentmanaged quagmire of wait lists and scarcity it is today. He argues persuasively that
by using a single-payer non-profit mutual insurance approach with arms-length government
oversight, Canada could create a universal healthcare delivery system that provides affordable, high
quality treatment within days rather than months. The healthcare system should include
international healthcare insurance coverage at Canadian rates. With extensive examples,
convincing arguments, and a lifetime of experience, Dr. Krahn points the way towards a system for

which Canadians could truly be proud.
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